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11.1 . (C)  Post  determined  that  it  would  be  counterproductive  to 

deliver  ref  A demarche  to  the  Government  of  Uzbekistan  encouraging 
it  to  resist  signs  of  de  facto  recognition  for  Abkhazia  or  South 
Ossetia.  Uzbekistan  has  to  date  consistently  resisted  strong 
Russian  pressure  to  recognize  both  breakaway  republics,  including 
at  the  SCO  summit  in  Dushanbe  last  year  and  separate  visits  to 
Tashkent  by  both  Prime  Minister  Vladimir  Putin  and  President  Dmitry 
Medvedev  (refs  B - D).  Uzbekistan  already  sees  itself  as  in  a very 
delicate  position  in  balancing  relations  with  Russia.  We  believe 
Uzbekistan  would  resent  any  further  pressure  from  the  U.S.  on  the 
issue,  especially  regarding  the  travel  of  its  officials  stationed 
in  Moscow,  which  would  prompt  complaints  of  U.S.  meddling  in  its 
bilateral  affairs.  The  demarche  could  also  lead  Uzbekistan  to 
conclude  that  it  enjoys  added  leverage  over  the  U.S.  at  a time  when 
we  are  already  working  hard  to  dispel  the  notion  that  our  need  for 
Afghan  transit  networks  trumps  other  interests . 

11_2 . (C)  We  do  not  believe  that  Uzbekistan  will  recognize  either 
breakaway  republic  — nor  will  it  recognize  Kosovo  (ref  E)  — since 
authorities  are  concerned  about  ethnic  divisions  and  borders  in 
Central  Asia  itself. 
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